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WASHINGTON, Oct. 7, 2001 - President George W.
Bush today announced strikes by the U.S. military
against al Qaeda terrorist training camps and mili-
tary installations of the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan.

The President said that “these carefully targeted
actions are designed to disrupt the use of Afghanistan
as a terrorist base of operations, and to attack the mil-
itary capability of the Taliban regime.” He also went
on to say that U.S. allies have also joined in this op-
eration.

He said “We are joined in this operation by our
staunch friend, Great Britain. Other close friends, in-
cluding Canada, Australia, Germany and France,
have pledged forces as the operation unfolds. More
than 40 countries in the Middle East, Africa, Europe
and across Asia have granted air transit or landing
rights. Many more have shared intelligence. We are
supported by the collective will of the world. 

“More than two weeks ago, I gave Taliban leaders
a series of clear and specific demands: Close terror-
ist training camps; hand over leaders of the al Qaeda
network; and return all foreign nationals, including
American citizens, unjustly detained in your coun-
try. None of these demands were met. And now the
Taliban will pay a price. By destroying camps and

disrupting communications, we will make it more
difficult for the terror network to train new recruits
and coordinate their evil plans. 

“Initially, the terrorists may burrow deeper into
caves and other entrenched hiding places. Our mili-
tary action is also designed to clear the way for sus-
tained, comprehensive and relentless operations to
drive them out and bring them to justice. 

“At the same time, the oppressed people of
Afghanistan will know the generosity of America
and our allies. As we strike military targets, we’ll
also drop food, medicine and supplies to the starving
and suffering men and women and children of
Afghanistan. 

“The United States of America is a friend to the
Afghan people, and we are the friends of almost a
billion worldwide who practice the Islamic faith. The
United States of America is an enemy of those who
aid terrorists and of the barbaric criminals who pro-
fane a great religion by committing murder in its
name. 

“This military action is a part of our campaign
against terrorism, another front in a war that has al-
ready been joined through diplomacy, intelligence,

Training camps, military sites targeted, relief food delivered

Intitial strikes launched in Afghanistan  

By Lt. William R. Urban
HS-5 PAO

The “Nightdippers” of Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron (HS) 5 saved a
Sailor in trouble Sept. 20.  

Operating on board the USS John F.
Kennedy (CV 67), the “Nightdipper”
alert crew, consisting of Lt. Chris
Brinkac, Lt. David Walker, AW2 Kerry
Campbell, and AW3 David Collins, an-
swered the call.  Immediately respond-
ing to the “Man Overboard” call over
the 1MC, the crew rushed to their SH-
60F Seahawk helicopter, spun it up,
launched in under 15 minutes, and in

less than 45 minutes, delivered the sur-
vivor to the flight deck and the waiting
medical staff.

At 9:53 a.m., with flight operations
complete for the night, most of the USS
John F. Kennedy  (CV 67) and Carrier
Air Wing Seven Sailors and officers
had just finished watching the Presi-
dent’s address to the nation concerning
the “War on Terrorism.”  The exuberant
and patriotic reaction to the President’s
speech was soon interrupted by the call
of  “Man Overboard, Man Overboard!”
over the ship’s 1MC.  Several lookouts

After plucking a Sailor from 
the sea, a  “Nightdipper” SH-60F
Seahawk helicopter and crew re-

turn to the USS John F.
Kennedy.  Crewmembers Lt.

Chris Brinkac, Lt. David 
Walker, AW2 Kerry Campbell

and AW3 David Collins are 
all smiles after the successful 

rescue mission.

‘Nightdippers’ get the save
See Justice, page 16

See Nightdippers, page 11

Photo by PHCM Terry Cosgrove

ATomahawk missile leaves USS Philippine Sea (CG 58)
as Operation Enduring Freedom begins Oct. 7.
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Meet a Sailor... 
Job title/command: Cook at the NAS Jax. Galley
Hometown: Fayetteville, N.C.
Past Duty Stations: USS Trenton
Family Life: Married with three children.
Career Plans: To own a family business 
of some kind.
Most Interesting Experience: My son’s birth.
Words of Wisdom: “Always keep a positive 
attitude and take everything day by day.”

Job title/command: Food Service Attendant

Hometown: Jacksonville, Fla.

Past Duty Stations: Worked in construction.

Family Life: Single

Career Plans: To establish a business.

Most Interesting Experience: Meeting 

new people.

Words of Wisdom: “Keep the faith.”

Meet a Civilian...

CREDO

It’s free!  Give yourself the
gift of a Navy CREDO Re-
treat. Attend a Personal
Growth Retreat Oct. 18 - 21
or a Spiritual Growth Retreat
Nov. 2 - 4.  For more infor-
mation, or to register, call
CREDO at 270-6958.

It’s free! 

MS3 Dominique Killens

Adrian Hendrick
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WASHINGTON (NNS) — As we cele-
brate the United States Navy’s 226th
year of defending this great republic, it
is fitting that we take a few moments to
reflect upon our proud heritage.
Throughout history, our Navy and our
Nation have defeated every adversary
and every challenger we have faced.

In the earliest days of our republic,
USS Constitution and her sister ships
defeated the most powerful navies in
the world. In World War II, the attack
on Pearl Harbor spurred us on to sweep
the Imperial Fleet from the Pacific.
Today we face a new foe in a new kind
of war, but at the end of the day, the re-
sult will be the same — victory.

The terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, will echo through history. My
charge to you is to never forget. Never
forget this attack on the American way
of life. Never forget the lives of our
shipmates and countrymen lost. Never
forget the selfless acts of bravery and
generosity that emerged following the
attacks. With renewed purpose, we will
come to remember September 11th as
the day that marked the beginning of
the end for these enemies of freedom.

When I took office last May, I out-

lined four strategic priorities for our
Navy. Today, these priorities - combat
capability, people, technology and im-
proved business practices — demand
an even greater sense of urgency as we
wage the first war of the 21st century.
Over the years, our Navy has adapted to
changes in technology, tactics and com-
mand structures to counter new threats
to our way of life. This is the strength
of our Navy.

I know that in ships, submarines and
squadrons around the world, you stand
ready to answer our nation’s call. Dur-
ing the course of this challenging year,
our Nation will continue to count on
your honor, courage and commitment.
As our Navy sails into its 226th year, I
encourage each of you to take a few
moments to reflect on the blessings we
enjoy that were earned by earlier gen-
erations. Your children, grandchildren

and future generations will likewise
honor your defense of freedom.

Happy Birthday Shipmates! God
Bless each of you, your families and the
United States of America.

The Honorable Gordon R. England, 
Secretary of the Navy

SecNav England sends
Navy Birthday Message

Photo courtesy MWR

Sailors, Marines and DoD civilians prepare to kick off the Navy Birthday Run
yesterday on NAS Jacksonville’s Mustin Road. A golf tournament celebrating
the birthday is today and the Navy Ball is tomorrow evening.



October 11, 2001 - Jax Air News - 3

Last year, the warm-hearted generous
men and women at NAS Jacksonville
donated $564,711.00 to the Combined
Federal Campaign (CFC), making the
2000 campaign one of the most suc-
cessful of it’s history.

This year we hope to do even better,
with our goal being $635,000.  The
money will support the many voluntary
health and human care agencies that do
so much to cure and prevent disease,
render emergency/crises assistance, pro-
vide family assistance and counseling,
aid the poor, save lives, provide food and
shelter in critical areas, and help people
in need in a variety of other ways.

We all need to ensure that everyone
on board NAS Jacksonville is given the
opportunity to fill out a pledge card and
donate to any of the numerous deserv-
ing organizations listed in this year’s
brochure. 

Payroll deduction is an easy, conve-
nient way to make a significant dona-
tion by having only a few dollars
deducted each pay period. If just half of
the individuals who did not donate to
CFC last year contribute $1 per pay pe-
riod, an additional $113,000 would be
raised.  In addition, if every person who
donated to CFC last year increased their
donation by just $1 a pay period, an ad-
ditional $125,800 would be raised.
Combined that would well exceed our
goal this year!

Your CFC Loaned Executives are:
Ginger Batey, MS1 (SW) Perry, SH1
(SW) Williams, YNC Brock, and Lt.
Fred Berg as the vice-chair.  The CFC
office is located in Bldg. 1, Room 221,
call 542-2583.  These Loaned Execu-
tives are available to offer any assis-
tance you may need.  This year’s theme
is “We’re all in this together.”

Combined Federal Campaign
underway at NAS Jacksonville

From the Fleet and Family Support
Center

The month of October is recognized na-
tionally and throughout the Department of
Defense as Domestic Violence Prevention
Month. It is a time for awareness, educa-
tion and prevention on the serious health
and social problem of domestic violence.

The primary mission of the Family Ad-
vocacy Program is prevention of family vi-
olence and providing effective intervention
when it does occur.

The term domestic violence once re-
ferred to issues involving spouse/intimate
partner abuse and until the last decade was
not viewed as a serious problem. The crim-
inal justice system and community service
agencies believed the abuse was a non-se-
rious family matter, keeping the problem
behind closed doors. These trends have
changed and increasingly, domestic vio-
lence is regarded as a serious crime. The
term now also takes on a more compre-
hensive meaning and often includes child
abuse and other forms of family violence.

Concern for the welfare of Navy fami-
lies and the effects of family violence on
military readiness and performance
prompted the establishment of the FAP in
1976. The FAP is designed to address pre-

vention, identification, reporting, interven-
tion and treatment of child abuse/neglect
and spouse abuse. The earlier family vio-
lence is recognized and reported, the earli-
er a family may receive help. Reporting a
case of family violence may be the first
step in helping that family receive inter-
vention and preventing more serious harm
or injury to family members, thus helping
to dissolve room for domestic violence.

Preventing domestic violence truly is
everyone’s responsibility - every one is re-
sponsible not only for their safety and the
safety and well being of family members
but also for  shipmates, neighbors, co-
workers, friends and all others on this base. 

If you are a victim of domestic violence
or know someone who is, report it immedi-
ately to the Family Advocacy Representa-
tive (FAR) at the Fleet and Family Support
Center, Building 876, (Corner of Al-
legheney and Humboldt Streets) (904) 542-
2766, ext. 152, 154, 127.  Our hours are
from 0700 to 1630 Mondays through Fri-
days.  Report to Security at all other times. 

Training on Domestic Violence/Family
Advocacy is available and mandated for
military personnel by OPNAVINST
1752.2A.

For more information, call Linda Moore
at 542-2766, ext. 154.

Domestic Abuse Prevention
Month observed in October

Give the gift of life
By JO2(SW) Shae Blasko
Staff writer

The Florida Georgia Blood Al-
liance needs blood donors and vol-
unteers.

More than 65,000 units of blood
need to be donated each year, just to
meet the needs of patients in the
Northeast Florida and Southeast
Georgia region. That means an av-
erage of 270 units of blood must be
donated from volunteer donors each
and every day.

The Florida-Georgia Bloodmobile
was here last week taking blood do-
nations at Building 1.

Teresa Nelson a phlebotomist
with the blood alliance takes blood

from donors. “The Blood Mobile is
a real help in that we can go to
donors, especially the Navy,” said
Nelson. The Navy is a big help in
donating blood. Anytime we can
take the Blood Mobile to the bases
it helps greatly in our effort to get
blood donations. 

Mike Wandel said, “My wife and
I donate every two months to share
our good fortune with others. Espe-
cially during a time like this, we are
very happy to give blood, he said.

The Bloodmobile will be at the
following locations;

* NamTraGru Det, Nas Jax. - Oct.
11, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

* Strategic Weapons Facility,
Kings Bay - Oct. 11, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

* U.S. Coast Guard Group, May-
port - Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

* NaDep, NAS Jax. Oct. 16-17, 8
a.m.-4 p.m.

* Sima, Mayport - Oct. 18, 7:30
a.m.- 2 p.m.

* Naval Aviation Depot, Cecil
Field - Oct. 19, 8 a.m.-noon

* PSD, NAS Jax - Oct. 19, 8 a.m.-
noon 

For more information on the
Blood Mobile contact Marilyn
Kendeigh at the Florida Georgia
Blood Alliance at 353-8263 ext.
332.

Besides blood, the Florida Geor-
gia Blood Alliance needs volun-
teers. A person can make a
difference by donating time at one
of the seven donor centers located
throughout Jacksonville. Positions
include greeting donors, assisting in
blood drawing areas, tele-recruiting
previous donors, clerical and more.
Hours are flexible and training is
provided. For information about
volunteering contact Lisa Morris at
353-8263, ext. 333.

Theresa Nelson a phlebotomist with
the Florida Georgia Blood Alliance
takes blood from  a donor.

You are invited to the following Chapel Worship Services this Sunday:
· 8:30 a.m. - Protestant  Services  - Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. Ruben Ortiz offici-

ating. 
· 9:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass - Msgr. Simon P. Ignacio (Cmdr. USN) offici-

ating. 
· 11 a.m. - Protestant Worship - Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. Wayne Hatman- offici-

ating. Message: “Returning to God.”
· Children's Sunday Class begins at the Chapel Sept. 9. The Protestant Sun-

day School program is at 9:45-10:45 a.m., and Catholic CCD is 11-12:30 a.m. 

"Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not
depart from it."

Chapel Service Schedule



By Jeff Hilton
Staff Writer

Flight operations were suspended 
at the Jax Navy Flying Club (JNFC)
Sept. 30. 

The action, directed by Naval Air Sta-
tion Jacksonville Commanding Officer
Capt. Mark Boensel, was driven by sta-
tion security concerns following the most
brutal terrorist attacks on American soil.
Boensel said, “The club’s suspension is
just one of several security-related ac-
tions taken aboard NAS Jax since the ter-
rorist attacks. Shuttle parking for
Jaguars’games, guest access to the Com-
missary and Navy Exchange as well as
on base weddings have also been sus-
pended for security purposes.”

Club president Randy Miner said,
“The club is strong and viable ... the
events of 11 September have overshad-
owed everything.” 

Miner and other club members are
preparing options for the club to operate
under Navy oversight at Cecil Field or
Herlong Airport. JNFC intends to submit
a plan Boensel can support by the end of
October. Miner said, “We plan to satisfy
his (Capt. Boensel) concerns. I’m confi-

dent we can do that.”
The club has been the primary source

of training to hundreds of student pilots
over the past forty years. Able to offer its
members lower rates than its commercial
competitors, JNFC opened general avia-
tion to those previously unable to afford
it.

Members eligible for Veterans Admin-
istration (VA) tuition at the club routine-
ly spend one third less than commercial
aviation schools charge.

JNFC holds the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s (FAA) ‘141’ certification,
meaning its students can earn instrument,
flight instructor and airline transport pilot
ratings. Miner estimates the club has pro-
vided advanced training to more than 25
former students who are now working as
airline or air transport pilots including
several former commanding officers of
NAS Jax activities.

Established in the late 1950s, the club
first operated from Herlong Field on
Jacksonville’s Westside before moving
aboard NAS Jax in 1980.

Once aboard NAS, the club had a no-
madic existence for more than six years.
Requirements to support the many NAS
Jax-based squadrons led to JNFC mov-
ing several times among hangars on the
flight line and seawall. According to
Miner, ground classes were often held at
a number of sites. “There was a bit of a
joke that members should call before
leaving home to find where the club was
that week.” 

In 1986 the club was allowed to build
at its current location across the flight
line.

Miner said while the club met and
trained in a new building aircraft mainte-
nance was done on the ramp in any kind
of weather until a hangar was completed
in 1987.

A doublewide trailer was acquired in
1992 that has served as the club’s class-
room while allowing the clubhouse to

serve as office and operations spaces.  
Chief Flight Instructor John Nayfack

said JNFC has averaged 6,000 flying
hours annually for the past five years. 

Only three JNFC aircraft are now
parked at the club’s ramp.

Six other planes have been returned to
owners who had leased them to the club.
A Navy T-41 Skyhawk operated by the
club has been transferred to the Navy
Flying Club at NAS Brunswick, Me.
Miner said these actions have reduced
the club’s insurance premiums and oper-
ating costs.

The club recently concluded a ground
school with a number of members eager
to start flying with an instructor.

Roger Wright started ground school in
May. “Aviation has been in my life for a
long time,” said Wright. A recent ground
school graduate, he is eager to get air-
borne. “I’ll be taking time to bone up for
my written exam,” he said of his plans to
work around the suspension.

“I was one flight away from my private
pilot’s license,” said Paul Salter, a
NADEP employee. He plans to complete
his last flight at another facility.

Former JNFC president Ron Brown
visits the clubhouse several times a week.
“It’s something to do,” he said.

Until the prospect of the club opening
at a new site becomes reality Brown, 70,
will find other places to go. The former
CSX employee said, “I’m retired and
flexible.”

Nayfack, who is often at the club seven
days a week, said the clubhouse has been
swamped with calls concerning suspend-
ed operations. He said the club’s answer-
ing machine message has been revised
several times to keep a roster of nearly
200 members up to date.

Miner is also posting progress notes by
email. Those interested in receiving an-
nouncements may request them at:
rlminer@bellsouth.net.  
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Relocation efforts underway

Flying club operations suspended

File photo by Jeff Hilton

Jax Navy Flying Club members near
Alltel Stadium.
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WASHINGTON (NNS) — The Navy
has implemented its “stop-loss” policy,
effective Oct. 10, to retain members of
the active force and Reservists on active
duty, who are essential to national se-
curity, and might otherwise retire or
leave the Navy.

Authority to implement stop-loss was
delegated to the Secretary of the Navy
by the Secretary of Defense, and per-
mits the Navy to involuntarily extend
Sailors currently serving on active duty
in selected specialty areas.

The Navy’s stop-loss policy affects
Sailors in the following specialty areas:

- All O-3 and O-4 special operations
officers;

- Security limited duty officers;
- Security technician chief warrant

officers;
- Cryptologic officers;
- Master-at-arms;
- Enlisted SEALs;
- Special Warfare combatant-craft

crewmen with certain
Navy enlisted classifications (NEC);

- Explosive Ordnance Disposal tech-
nicians;

- Physicians in certain subspecialty
codes;

- Nurses in certain subspecialty
codes;

- Linguists with certain language
codes or NECs.

Though these 11 specialty areas rep-
resent approximately 10,500 Sailors,
stop-loss policy impacts only those
Sailors with a separation or retirement
date on or after Oct. 10.

The specialty areas selected represent
the most critical skills needed during
the Navy’s mobilization effort to sup-
port the nation’s war on terrorism.

“We need to ensure our fleet units are
fully manned and ready for national
tasking,” said Vice Adm. Norb Ryan Jr.,
Chief of Naval Personnel. “Utilizing
stop-loss gives us the ability to directly
support the CNO’s top priority of mis-
sion readiness by ensuring we have the
right mix of people to successfully re-
spond to any tasking.”

For guidance see NAVOP 012/01.

‘Stop-Loss’ policy in effect

By JO2(SW) Shae Blasko
Staff writer

An Oct. 2 letter from Florida State
Comptroller Robert F. Milligan to mil-
itary commands throughout the state
described a resolution recently adopted
by Governor Jeb Bush and the Cabinet.
The resolution implements the provi-
sions of Florida’s Military Service
Compensation Law for all State em-
ployees called into active duty as a re-
sult of the September 11 terrorist
attacks.

Under this Florida state law, employ-
ees called to active duty will continue
to receive their full State pay. 

In addition to their military pay, for
their first 30 days of active military
duty, they will also  receive the addi-
tional state pay necessary to raise their
military pay to the level of their state

employee pay. 
They will also still continue to re-

ceive their existing State benefits.  
Along with the Military Service

Compensation Law, all mortgage and
other debt holders are reminded of the
statutory requirements contained in the
federal Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Re-
lief Act (50 U.S.C. App. 501 et seq.)
and Florida’s Soldiers’ and Airmen Re-
lief Act (ss. 250.5201 - .5205, F. S.).  

These laws provide financial protec-
tions for active duty military personnel
under certain circumstances, including
the right to reduced interest rates on
mortgage and credit card debt.  

For more information on the Military
Service Compensation Law, check the
State Comptroller’s website at
www.dbf.state.fl.us, or at the Central
Florida Regional Office website at
www.cfro.org. 

Resolution stabilizes pay for state
employees called to active duty

Help keep
NAS Jax
litter free
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By JO2(SW) Shae Blasko
Staff writer

Chief Warrant Officer Daniel Rad-
cliffe was commissioned to his present
rank on Oct. 1 at the NAS Jacksonville
BOQ Pavillion.

Radcliffe is an 18-year, Navy veter-
an, commissioned through the Chief
Warrant Officer program,
is a native of Pontiac,
Mich. And the son of Pa-
tricia Ann Sloan and
Wesley Allen Radcliffe.
Radcliffe was a torpedo-
mansmate senior chief
before being commis-
sioned. He has been a
recognized Navy leader
throughout his enlisted
career. His honors in-
clude three times being
selected Sailor of the
Year at Navy commands,
aboard the USS L.Y.
Spear in 1988, at Naval
Brig Norfolk, Va. in 1990
and at Naval Station Norfolk, Va. 
in 1990. 

Still, becoming a Warrant Officer is a
stellar moment for Radcliffe. “Becom-

ing a Warrant is like getting married
again and you’re setting out on your
honeymoon,” he said. “I’m honored to
be serving the Navy in this capacity,”
he added.

Radcliffe’s previous commands
where USS Orion, USS L.Y. Spear,
Naval Brig Norfolk, USS Emory S.
Land, Naval Leader Training Unit, Lit-

tle Creek, Va. and USS
Frank Cable.

Radcliffe just finished
a tour as the Quality As-
surance Officer and As-
sistant Weapons Officer
at the NAS Jax Weapons
Dept. 

After leaving here,
Radcliffe will be attend-
ing Limited Duty Offi-
cer/Chief Warrant Officer
indoctrination and Aegis
Systems Training. Then
he will report to the USS
Milius (DDG 69), home-
ported in San Diego, 
as the System Tests Offi-

cer. Radcliffe said he is excited about his
future as a Navy leader. “I’m just look-
ing forward to my future challenges,” 
he said.   

NAS Jax Weapons’
Radcliffe commissioned

Chief Warrant Officer
Daniel Radcliffe

The Naval Academy is within the ad-
missions cycle for the Naval Academy
Class of 2006, entering Jun. 28, 2002.
The Naval Academy provides nearly
1,000 officers to the Navy and Marine
Corps every year.  Approximately 10
percent of every class entering the
Naval Academy are prior enlisted men
and women from the regular and re-
serve components of the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps.

The Naval Academy continues to
seek top quality Sailors and Marines
who fit the following profile:

Academics - a high school grade
point average of 2.8 or better and
ranked in the top 40 percent of the
class. SAT scores of 500 verbal and 550
math or better.  Applicants with SAT
scores below 470 or ACT scores below
18 are strongly encouraged to re-take
the test for a better score and contact the
fleet coordinator at the Naval Academy.
Standardized test scores will be accept-
ed until March 1, 2002 with approval
from the USNA.

Competitive - Applicants should have
completed four years of math and Eng-
lish, and one year of chemistry.  Addi-
tionally, physics, history, and two years
of foreign language are strongly rec-

ommended but not mandatory.
Top military performers who possess

strong leadership potential will be
looked greatly upon.  Past and present
command junior Sailors of the Quarters
and top 20 performers in “A” and “C”
schools are strongly encouraged to
apply for a commission through the
Naval Academy.

Good moral character and unques-
tioned loyalty to the United States as
determined by interview and other ap-
propriate means are important as well.
An applicant should posses outstanding
physical fitness. One must not have
passed 23rd birthday on July 1 of the
year of commission into the Naval
Academy. This cannot be waived. Can-
didates can not be married, pregnant, or
have incurred obligations of parent-
hood. This cannot be waived. 

Candidates with strong academic and
military backgrounds may receive di-
rect appointments to the Naval Acade-
my.  Top  military  performers  who
need  to  strengthen  their  academic
background  may be  selected to  attend
the  Naval  Academy  Prepatory  School 

See Academy continued on page 9

Are you officer material?



The Greater Jacksonville Agriculture
Fair will be here soon. USO carries dis-
count admission tickets, ride tickets and
wristbands. They are on sale now.
There is a limited number so don’t wait
too long.  Prices are as follows: 

Adults - $4 
Children, 6-12 - $2
Children under 6 - free   
Ride tickets are $15 for a sheet of 20

rides and wristbands are $13.   
Your admission tickets include all ex-

hibits and entertainment in the Colisi-
um.   Wrist band nights and featured
performances are:

Oct. 19, noon - 6 p.m. - Trick Pony, 8
p.m.

Oct. 22, 5-11 p.m.  - The Oak Ridge
Boys, 8 p.m.

Oct. 26  noon to 6 p.m. Honky Tonk
TailGate Party with Rhett Akins, Jeff
Carson, & Daryl Singletary, 8 p.m.

Oct. 28, 4-10 p.m. - Last Blast, Petra
Other nights entertainment schedule:
Oct. 27 - Opening Night with  Mont-

gomery Gentry, 8 p.m.
Oct. 28 - Cory Johnson Group, 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 - Sons of the Desert, 3 and 8

p.m.

Oct. 21 - Newsboys at 3 and 8 p.m.
Oct. 23 - Ronnie Milsap, 8 p.m.
Oct. 24 - Clay Davidson, 8 p.m.
Oct. 25 - The Platters & the Cornell

Gunter Coasters, 8 p.m.
Oct. 27 - LaFiesta Night, 7 to 11 p.m.
Additional entertainment:
Oct. 17 - St. Augustine Jazz Ambas-

sadors
Oct. 19 - Seven  Nations
Oct. 20 - Retrokats
Oct. 21 - Jimmy Hill
Oct. 22 - Spackous K
Oct. 23 - Baystreet Blues
Oct. 24 - Monkey the Fish
Oct. 26 -Pride Navy Band and

Soundbridge
Oct. 28 - Band of Destiny
The USO also has tickets for the

‘Southern Women’s Show.” Tickets are
$6 and $4. And for Sesame Street
Live’s Let’s be Friends.”  Tickets are
$12 and $9. 

Call 778-2821.
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MECHANISBURG, Pa. (NNS) —
Mailing addresses for the 2001 holiday
season “Operation Dear Abby” have
been announced by the Military Postal
Service Agency, and this year, this mail
is being targeted to fleet mail centers
and U.S. military aerial mail terminals
overseas, instead of to specific units or
countries. This is to ensure that the mail
is evenly distributed to all services
across the board.Operation Dear Abby
is a goodwill effort begun 17 years ago
by nationally syndicated columnist Abi-
gail Van Buren to bring holiday cheer to
the men and women of the U.S. Armed
Forces. Through her column, Van
Buren solicits patriotic Americans to
send cards and letters to service mem-
bers stationed overseas.To ensure that
the mail is received within the required
time window and falls within Depart-
ment of Defense security guidelines,
the mail will be limited to only first-
classletter mail, 13 ounces or less.

There are two fleet mail center ad-
dresses for Operation Dear Abby mail
this year, and these addresses will ac-
cept Operation Dear Abby mail from
Nov. 15 to Jan. 15, 2002.The two ad-
dresses are:- Any Service Member, Op-
eration Dear Abby, FPO AE 09646, for
military personnel in the Mediterranean
basin, and- Any Service Member, Op-
eration Dear Abby, FPO AP 96385, for
military personnel in the Pacific basin.

Operation Dear
Abby 2001 Fleet
addresses listed



OLF Whitehouse closed to hunting 
The commanding officer of Naval Air

Station Jacksonville has closed Outly-
ing field (OLF) Whitehouse to hunting
and other civilian activities. This poli-
cy will remain in effect indefinitely. 

The Texas A&M Hometown Club in-
vites all “Aggies” to join them in
watching Aggie football and cheering
on the team this season. Call Lt.j.g.
Puig for more information at 542-2052. 

U.S. SubVets Kings Bay Base/WWII
Trident Chapter meets the first two
months of each quarter, on the third
Wednesday evening at 6 p.m., at the St.
Marys Submarine Museum, 102 St.
Marys Street West, St. Marys, Ga. At-
tendance at meetings is open to anyone
who served on and “qualified in sub-
marines.”  The third month of each

quarter, on the third Saturday, the chap-
ter holds a social/dinner meeting at a
place to be determined.  For more in-
formation call  (912) 882-ASUB, e-
mail: subvets_kingsbay@bigfoot.com,
or check out our website at: http://kb-
tridentsubvets.hypermart.net/.

Start an AMVETS Chapter. Veterans
of Clay, Duval, Bradford, Nassau and
St. Johns Counties are invited and en-
couraged to start an AMVETS Post in
your community. Unite with fellow vet-
erans socially and to service other vet-
erans. It takes only 10 members to get
started. 
All veterans including active duty
members may join. AMVETS District
XV Commander, Bill White will assist
you in every way until you are on your
own. Call 352-473-2369 for more in-
formation. 

The Navy Wives Club of America,
NWCA Jax #86, meets the first
Wednesday of every month. Meetings
are held in Building 612 on Jason Street
at NAS Jacksonville at 7:30 p.m. The
Thrift Shop is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays and every other Saturday
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Call 772-0242 or
President Barbara Howard at 471-1444.

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Re-
serve Association Unit 126 will hold
its regular monthly meeting today at 10
a.m. at the Fleet Reserve Hall, 7673
Blanding Blvd. 

The Eleventh Annual Cathedral
Foundation Golf Classic is Oct. 15 at
Deerwood Golf Club. Participation al-
lows hundreds of isolated and frail elder
and disabled persons to receive a hot,
nutritious home-delivered meal from
The Cathedral Foundation’s Meals on
Wheels Program. For information or to
register for as a sponsor or player call
Darby Simonton at 807-1300. 

The Retired Officers’ Association of
Northeast Florida will hold its Octo-
ber dinner/business meeting aboard
NAS Jacksonville at “The Zone” All
Hands Club on Oct. 17 commencing at
6 p.m. (dinner at 7 p.m.)  Active and re-
tired officers of the uniformed services,
spouses, and their guests are invited.
Advanced reservations required 48
hours prior, call 269-2942. Entertain-
ment to be provided featuring October-

fest - Umpah Band. For information
call 642-0089.

The Greater Jacksonville Agricultur-
al Fair, set for Oct. 17-28, is seeking
entries for its Arts & Crafts section. Lo-
cated on the floor of the Coliseum the
Arts and Crafts section will offer
awards for several age divisions, from
Golden Years to Youth. Craft categories
include Christmas crafts to woodcrafts,
needlecrafts, practical art, fine art,
gems, minerals, weaving and fiber arts.
There will also be a First Coast Fashion
Show Oct. 28 and with competition in
fashion design, both amateur and pro-
fessional. For entry forms, rules and
prize information call 353-0535 or visit
www.jacksonvillefair.com.

A USMMA Alumni Luncheon and
Chapter meeting is scheduled for Oct.
23. 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at  Michelle
Bomba’s Homestyle Restaurant, 400
Hogan Street, corner of Hogan &
Duval. Guest speaker will be Eugene
McCormick ‘61, president of USM-
MAAA. Price of the dinner is $13, in-
cluding tax & tip. RSVP before Oct. 17
to Scott O’Connor: 641-4128/545-3179. 

Fleming Island United Methodist
Church ‘s Pumpkin Patch event will
once again fill the grounds at the church
with pumpkins awaiting new home.
The church is located on U.S. Highway
17 in Fleming Island, 3 miles south of
Eagle Harbor. Pumpkins will be on sale
through Oct. 31 with proceeds benefit-
ing church youth missions and trips.
The Pumpkin Patch is open from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. For information call Michelle
Jacobsen at 284-3366.   
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By ATC  Howard Chancy

The thoughts and prayers of Naval
Air Maintenance Training Unit (NAM-
TraU) personnel are with those whose
lives have been impacted by the terror-
ist attacks. Navy Captain Jack D.
Punches, a former NAMTraU OIC, was
among the many shipmates we lost in
the attack on the Pentagon. NAMTraU
wishes you Fair winds and following
seas, Sir. Our support, as always, is for
those who comprise the “Tip of the
Spear,” and all who work to keep them
safe.  The one constant that remains
amid all changes in the past, present
and future is; quality training now, re-
sults in quality performance in battle
later.

After a brief interruption of our nor-
mal routine, NAMTraU resumed its
training schedule and  recognized six
personnel who have distinguished
themselves as top performers.  Recog-
nized at a NAMTraU Jacksonville
Command Awards quarters were:  AO2
Richard Steinborn was designated as a
Master Training Specialist (MTS).
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medals were awarded to AM1(AW)
Jeffery Clay, AM1(AW) Archie Bird,
AK1(AW) Joan Haskell and AD2(AW)
Charles Head.  A Letter of Commenda-
tion was also awarded to AS2 Joey Ro-
driguez.                 

NAMTraU
mourns loss,
lauds Sailors

(NAPS) at Newport, R.I. for appoint-
ment to the Naval Academy the follow-
ing year. Personnel selected to attend
the Naval Academy or NAPS must be
medically qualified for a commission as
an officer in the Navy or Marine Corps. 

SecNav may appoint up to 170 regu-
lar and reserve enlisted personnel each
year to the Naval Academy.   Deadline
for all enlisted applications and recom-
mendations is Jan. 31, 2002.  Exten-
sions may be granted on a case-by-case
basis. Packages completed before Jan.
31 will be reviewed by the admissions
board as soon as received.  Application
packages will not be reviewed without
Commanding Officer’s recommenda-
tion and appropriate forms.

Applicants are required to fill out an
initial application online at
www.usna.edu/admissions/pre-applica-
tion. For information, write to: US
Naval Academy, Candidate Guidance
Office, 117 Decatur Road, Annapolis,
MD 21402-5018. ATTN: Fleet Liaison;
Call (410) 293-1840,  DSN: 281-1840. 

Academy:
continued from page 6
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Hey, MoneyMan!
Why is it that they can never get my

pay right?  It seems I never know how
much money I am supposed to be paid
and it always changes.  I heard that the
PSD was going to change their system
again.  I just can’t wait.

MoneyMan Sez:
Yep, you are right.  The Navy re-

cruiters bring in a few people every
year, send them to “Paypeople A

School, and train them to goof up
everyone’s pay so they can make sure
morale never gets too high.  Actually,
a lot of people do have pay problems
and part of it is the “system” but an-
other part is service members not un-
derstanding pay and entitlements.
There are a few things you can do to
decrease the chance of you ever hav-
ing a pay problem.  First of all, know
your Pass Liaison Representative
(PLR).  That is the first “go-to” person
if your pay is not right.  Secondly,
learn to read and understand your LES.
That way you will know how much
you are supposed to be paid each pay-
day.  Finally, check out the Personnel
Support Activity website at www.psa-
jax.navy.mil. This is a great source for
all kinds of pay information.  You can
learn about the new Thrift Savings
Plan, pay rates, understanding your
LES, and lots of other good stuff.
There also is a commanding officer’s
suggestion box that allows you to get
specific questions answered.  

You are entitled to be paid the cor-
rect amount of money on time, every
time. If that is not happening let some-
one know before a big problem gets
even bigger. 

By Lt. William Urban
HS-5 PAO

In the early morning hours of Sept. 2,
the “Nightdippers” of Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron (HS) 5 lost a ded-
icated Sailor and Shipmate when AM3
Jason Luke O’Connor was killed in a
tragic car accident.  In the blink of an
eye, the “Nightdipper” family lost a
bright young star and was left to mourn.  

Jason O’Connor was born on Oct. 4,
1976 in Caroll, Iowa to Luke and Jea-
nine O’Connor who currently live in
Prescott, Ariz. with their daughter
Amber and a second son, Travis.  He
enlisted in the United States Navy on
Feb. 19, 1998 in Omaha, Neb.  After
successful completion of Basic Train-
ing in Great Lakes, Ill., he reported to
NAS Pensacola for Aviation Structural
Mechanic A-School.  In July 1998, O’-
Connor reported to his first permanent
duty station, HS-5.

At HS-5, he was assigned temporary
duty to the 1st Lieutenant Division
where his duties helped contribute to
the daily morale and mission of the
squadron.  After that  assignment, O’-
Connor was went to the Line Division
where he again proved to be a hard
working and conscientious member of
the squadron.  He quickly accumulated
numerous qualifications and proved
himself a superstar by completing the
brake rider, hydraulic contamination
and nickel-cadmium battery service
qualifications in minimal time.  His
hard work and dedication paid off when

he was designated an H-60 Plane Cap-
tain and Landing Signalman Enlisted
while deployed onboard USS Dwight
D. Eisenhower.  In December 2000,
O’Connor was advanced to Aviation
Structural Mechanic Third Class. 

O’Connor was then  assigned to the
Airframes work center  where he quick-
ly became a standout maintainer by per-
forming Structural Systems and
Hydraulic Systems maintenance on the
H-60 airframe.  He was a landing gear
system troubleshooter and was toward
his tire and wheel certification.

O’Connor’s performance was consis-
tently outstanding on a daily basis.  His
awards include a Commanding Offi-
cer’s Letter of Appreciation, the Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medal, the Koso-
vo Campaign Medal, the Sea Service
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal.

A memorial service, led by Chaplain
Lt. Cmdr. Ruben Ortiz and Cmdr.  S.R.
Schreiber, Jason’s commanding officer,
was held Sept. 8  in his honor at the All
Saint’s Chapel on NAS Jacksonville.
Several of his closest friends participat-
ed in the service conducting Scripture
readings, delivering command tributes
and sharing fond memories of Jason
and how he touched their lives.  His
closest friends nicknamed him “Bushy”
and said they would forever remember
the smiles and laughter he brought into
their lives.  The “Nightdippers” will al-
ways remember Jason.  To Jason O’-
Connor, a good friend, and Shipmate,
“Fair Winds and Following Seas,” from
your “Nightdipper” family.

HS-5 mourns Sailor’s passing



had seen a splash in the water and a
strobe.  Two of the lookouts immedi-
ately threw water-activated smokes
overboard and a life ring to mark the lo-
cation of the survivor.  

While the entire ship rushed to
muster its personnel, the “Nightdip-
pers” manned their aircraft. Brinkac,
the Helicopter Aircraft Commander,
and Walker, the co-pilot, dashed to the
aircraft with their gear and began their
start procedures. Campbell, the crew
chief, inspected and tested the rescue
hoist and the helicopter SAR equipment
one last time before takeoff. Collins, the
rescue swimmer, quickly donned his
wet suit and prepared himself for enter-
ing the dark ocean water.  The “Night-
dipper” Maintenance team immediately
responded with plane captains and trou-
ble-shooters to cover the launch and by

10:07 p.m., 14 minutes after the an-
nouncement, the helicopter was turning
and cleared for take-off.

At 10:08 p.m., Brinkac lifted off the
flight deck and flew the helicopter to
the area illuminated by the smokes.
After a quick search, the helicopter flew
over the strobe light in the water and
commenced a Wind Line Rescue Pat-
tern followed by an approach to a 70-
foot hover over a strobe light. Campbell
immediately lowered Collins into the
water on the SH-60F’s rescue hoist.
Unfortunately, the excitement turned to
concern when the strobe they located
was in fact attached to a survival float
coat with no survivor in it.  Apparently,
the float coat was separated from the
survivor during the fall.  By this time,
the JFK’s motor whaleboat, with a res-
cue crew of their own, was in hot pur-
suit of a second strobe and had put their
rescue swimmer in the water.  Despite

some confusion caused by the two res-
cue swimmers in close proximity,
Collins was able to confirm that there
was no survivor in the vicinity of the
float coat.  At this time, looking through
Night Vision Goggles (NVGs), Walker
spotted the survivor waving her hands
in the water 200 yards off the left side
of the helicopter.  The survivor had no
signaling equipment or floatation de-
vice and was seen only by Walker using
his NVGs.  

After Campbell hoisted Collins back
into the helicopter, Brinkac quickly
repositioned the helicopter into position
directly over the survivor. Collins was
again lowered on the rescue hoist into
the night ocean to a position just a few
feet away from the survivor. Collins
quickly swam to the survivor and se-
cured her to the rescue hoist. Campbell
then hoisted them both out of the water
and into the safety of the awaiting heli-
copter.  

Once the survivor was safely inside
the aircraft, the helicopter immediately

returned to the flight deck of the carri-
er.  The Kennedy’s medical staff was
waiting on deck and immediately es-
corted the survivor and Collins to sick-
bay.  A weary Collins was quickly
released after a standard post-rescue ex-
amination.  The survivor was treated for
jellyfish stings and minor bruises, then
held overnight for further observation.
She has since made a complete recov-
ery.  

The rescue crew received a gracious
thank you and well done from the Com-
mander of Carrier Group Six, the Car-
rier Air Wing Commander, and the
Commanding Officer of the USS John
F. Kennedy (CV 67).

They also were awarded Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medals for
their outstanding professionalism in the
rescue of a shipmate from the dark wa-
ters off of Puerto Rico.  The entire
“Nightdipper” team is proud of their
quick reaction and exemplary perfor-
mance in the rescue of a Sailor in dis-
tress.
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ON BOARD USS THEODORE ROO-
SEVELT --  A solemn, emotion-packed
ceremony marked the transfer of New
York City’s now-famous “Ground
Zero” American flag - from fire and
rescue personnel to the crew of USS
Theodore Roosevelt on Sept. 30.

The flag was autographed on its can-
vas border by New York City Mayor
Rudolf Giuliano and New York Gover-
nor George Pataki.  Commander, At-
lantic Fleet Adm.
Robert Natter re-
ceived the flag
from the mayor
and sent it on its
way to TR. 

A sparkling
clear sky and a
calm, blue sea
punctuated the
day of its arrival;
a majestic and
reverent stage for
the passing of the
flag on the flight
deck of the nu-
clear powered air-
craft carrier.

Nearly all of the
ship’s 5,500
c r e w m e m b e r s
witnessed as the
flag that once was
hoisted over the
rubble at Ground
Zero was present-
ed to Commanding
Officer Capt.
Richard O’Hanlon,
a native New
Yorker.  

“As a New Yorker, as an American
and as the commanding officer of this
ship, I am honored to give the order to
fly this flag for the people of New York
City above the ship named in honor of
one of the greatest New Yorkers of the
19th and 20th centuries,” he said.
O’Hanlon then handed the flag to TR’s
fire team.

Dressed in their fire engine red cov-
eralls and helmets, the fire fighters
lined up to pass the flag Hand over
Hand, a long-standing Naval tradition
reserved for honoring the dead. 

“Just touching the flag was enough
for me. This flag represents pretty much
everything that went on that day - the
people who died, the fire fighters who
died, the policemen who died, and (it
represents) all of what America feels,”
said Damage Control Fireman Brian
Smith of Simi Valley, Calif., a former
civilian firefighter. “It was a way for the
New York fire fighters to say ‘we are in
full support of you - we want you to go
out there and do something about (the
attacks of Sept. 11).’”

As the flag moved from firefighter to
firefighter, emotions were high,  mem-
ories of Sept. 11 fresh on the minds.

“(When I saluted) I was thinking of
all the firefighters who died and all of
the people killed and how proud I am to
be serving our country at this time,”
said Petty Officer 3rd  Class Jerry Jenko
of Pittsburgh, also a former civilian fire
fighter.  “My salute was for the United
States and the flag and for all of our

fallen comrades.”
Then, the flag

was carried to the
ship’s Signal
Bridge where it
was raised on the
yardarm for the
entire crew to see. 

“It was an
honor to raise it
for the TR crew,”
said Petty Officer
3rd Class Shawn
Reece of Char-
lotte, N.C.  “If
something takes
place, we will
raise it for all of
the people of
New York City.
When we left
(Norfolk), we
took New York’s
pain, sorrow and
‘why?’ with us.
When we return,
we will bring
them back a little
bit of their pride.”

A rousing cheer
arose from the crew that packed onto
the Flight Deck to witness the historic
event. 

The ceremony, though brief, seemed
to unify the spirit of the crew.

“I have really seen that people are
pulling for us and are pulling together
back at home for us,” said Petty Officer
Third Class Timothy Noel. “I felt hon-
ored that (the people of NYC) thought
of us at a time like this.” Noel said the
event convinced him to “Stay Navy.”

“We are very proud to have the flag
flying,” said Petty Officer 1st Class Rod-
ney Hightower of Farmerville, Texas.
“We all consider this out battle flag now.
We going to fly it and fly proudly.”

Roosevelt Battle Group Commander
Rear Adm. Mark P. Fitzgerald echoed
these sentiments. 

“This is a proud moment for TR and
a proud moment for all of America...
This flag, a symbol of our nation for
more than 200 years and a symbol of
American resolve in the wake of the
Sept. 11 attack, will fly from the mast
of this great ship as she protects Amer-
ican interests throughout the world.”

‘Ground Zero’ Flag flies over
USS Theodore Roosevelt

Photo by PH2(AW) Robert R. McRill

The American flag raised at "ground
zero" of the World Trade Center is
hoisted aboard the USS Theodore Roo-
sevelt on deployment in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. 



Navy personnel, supporters
run with American Flag
WASHINGTON (NNS) — The terror-
ist attacks of Sept. 11 touched everyone
in America, one way or another. Ensign
Daniel Campos, stationed in Annapolis,
Md., watched as thousands of Ameri-
cans were killed on live television, and
took note of the subsequent sacrifices
by firefighters and rescue workers.

He decided on a unique way to pay
tribute. A World Trade Center relay,
where runners would carry the Ameri-
can flag from the Pentagon all the way
to the site of the World Trade Center,
would be an appropriate way to rally
the American spirit to honor to the vic-
tims. Runners would pass the American
flag to each other all along the route, all
250-plus miles.

According to the Campos, the pur-
pose behind the run was threefold:

- To show those who are still work-
ing there that America is proud and sup-
portive of them;

- To show America’s unity, strength
and resolve in a time of turmoil;

- To heighten awareness of the need
to support the families of those who
have passed and those who remain to

finish the business of reconstructing the
Pentagon and excavating the wreckage
of the World Trade Center.

Campos figured that it would take
two days at a runner’s pace to cover the
distance from the Pentagon to the WTC
site if they ran all day and night.

He asked fellow ensigns, Christine
Fix and Jon Durham for help. They
were able to rally enough volunteers,
more than 60, to break the journey into
40-mile blocks, with about seven or so
runners in each “wave.” A chase van
would carry the non-runners until a re-
lief van could catch up with a fresh
group.

The primary flag was obtained from
the office of the Secretary of the Navy
in the Pentagon. It was a rather large
version, with gold trim and a wooden
pole. A second, lighter flag with an alu-
minum pole was also used for the long
distance travel.

Fix planned the route so the runners
wouldn’t take any major thoroughfares.
However, the course of the run would
take the runners through two major
cities before New York: Baltimore and
Philadelphia.

The group took off at 6 a.m. Friday,

Sept. 28, about an hour before sunrise.
By Saturday morning, the runners

made it up to Philadelphia. A policeman
pulled alongside in his cruiser and
asked what they were doing. Once the
police discovered where the runners
were headed, an escort was immediate-
ly arranged and the runners were put on
a more direct route.

The runners got lots of attention in
the City of Brotherly love and beyond.

“Wherever we went, policemen, fire-
men would all stop and salute us,” said
Fix. “People along the route were com-
ing out of their shops to check us out.
Riders on their motorcycles were salut-
ing us.”

The group of runners ended up with
police escorts from Philadelphia all the
way through New Jersey to their final
destination.

“When we passed from one jurisdic-
tion to another, the police would radio
ahead and turn us over to the next es-
cort,” explained Fix. “We had a police
escort pretty much all the way into New
York City.”

“I’ll never forget the show of support
from everybody,” wrote Jan Waters, an
Annapolis resident who ran along with
her military neighbors. “People giving
words of encouragement, hollering
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aid terrorists and of the barbaric crimi-
nals who profane a great religion by
committing murder in its name. 

“This military action is a part of our
campaign against terrorism, another
front in a war that has already been
joined through diplomacy, intelligence,
the freezing of financial assets and the
arrests of known terrorists by law en-
forcement agents in 38 countries. Given
the nature and reach of our enemies, we
will win this conflict by the patient ac-
cumulation of successes, by meeting a
series of challenges with determination
and will and purpose. 

“Today we focus on Afghanistan, but
the battle is broader. Every nation has a
choice to make. In this conflict, there is
no neutral ground. If any government
sponsors the outlaws and killers of in-
nocents, they have become outlaws and
murderers, themselves. And they will
take that lonely path at their own peril. 

“I’m speaking to you today from the
Treaty Room of the White House, a
place where American Presidents have
worked for peace. We’re a peaceful na-
tion. Yet, as we have learned, so sud-
denly and so tragically, there can be no
peace in a world of sudden terror. In the
face of today’s new threat, the only way
to pursue peace is to pursue those who
threaten it. 

“ We did not ask for this mission, but
we will fulfill it. The name of today’s
military operation is Enduring Freedom.
We defend not only our precious free-
doms, but also the freedom of people
everywhere to live and raise their chil-
dren free from fear. 

“I know many Americans feel fear
today. And our government is taking
strong precautions. All law enforcement
and intelligence agencies are working
aggressively around America, around
the world and around the clock. At my
request, many governors have activated
the National Guard to strengthen airport

security. We have called up Reserves to
reinforce our military capability and
strengthen the protection of our home-
land. 

“ In the months ahead, our patience
will be one of our strengths - patience
with the long waits that will result from
tighter security; patience and under-
standing that it will take time to achieve
our goals; patience in all the sacrifices
that may come. 

“Today, those sacrifices are being
made by members of our Armed Forces
who now defend us so far from home,
and by their proud and worried families.
A Commander-in-Chief sends Ameri-
ca’s sons and daughters into a battle in a
foreign land only after the greatest care
and a lot of prayer. We ask a lot of those
who wear our uniform. We ask them to
leave their loved ones, to travel great
distances, to risk injury, even to be pre-
pared to make the ultimate sacrifice of
their lives. They are dedicated, they are
honorable; they represent the best of our
country. And we are grateful. 

“To all the men and women in our
military - every Sailor, every Soldier,

every Airman, every Coast Guardsman,
every Marine - I say this: Your mission
is defined; your objectives are clear;
your goal is just. You have my full con-
fidence, and you will have every tool
you need to carry out your duty. 

“I recently received a touching letter
that says a lot about the state of Ameri-
ca in these difficult times - a letter from
a 4th-grade girl, with a father in the mil-
itary: “As much as I don’t want my Dad
to fight,” she wrote, “I’m willing to give
him to you.” 

“This is a precious gift, the greatest
she could give. This young girl knows
what America is all about. Since Sep-
tember 11, an entire generation of young
Americans has gained new understand-
ing of the value of freedom, and its cost
in duty and in sacrifice. 

“The battle is now joined on many
fronts. We will not waver; we will not
tire; we will not falter; and we will not
fail. Peace and freedom will prevail. 

“Thank you. May God continue to
bless America.” 

Continued from page 1

Justice: Taking it to Osama

WASHINGTON (NNS) — It is a coun-
try that has humbled three empires, yet
Afghanistan has few natural resources
and is wreathed in poverty.

Afghanistan is sheltering Osama bin
Laden, the man at the center of the at-
tacks on the World Trade Center in New
York and the Pentagon. President Bush
wants him “dead or alive.”

Bush also has said the United States
“will make no distinction between the
terrorists who committed these acts and
those who harbor them.” A full range of
diplomatic and economic efforts is
under way to convince the Islamic Tal-
iban movement to turn over bin Laden.

Afghanistan is a rugged country re-
garded as the crossroads between Cen-
tral and South Asia. As such, it lies

on the route that invaders and explor-
ers have taken from Alexander the Great
to Marco Polo to the British to the So-
viet Union.

There is no functioning government
in Afghanistan. The executive branch
broke down in 1996. The legislative
branch stopped functioning in 1993.
The judicial branch stopped in 1995.

The Taliban get most of their support
from the Pashtun ethnic group. They
control the capital of Kabul and about
80 percent of the country, while other
factions rule the multiethnic north. The

United States does not recognize the
Taliban as Afghanistan’s government.

The Taliban said their aim was to set
up the world’s purest Islamic state. They
initially gained favor by efforts to stamp
out local warring factions and to stamp
out corruption.

The Taliban has imposed Shari’a —
Islamic law — in the areas it controls.
The imposition means offenses are pun-
ished by public executions and amputa-
tions. The Taliban have made it illegal
to educate women or for women to
work outside the home. It is illegal to
watch any television program not
cleared by the Taliban or to own any
videocassettes that are not religion-ori-
ented. The Taliban has also outlawed the
Internet.

Afghanistan has 25 million people,
but many are refugees. Pakistani offi-
cials said about 2.5 million Afghans are
living in Pakistan. More are trying to

reach Pakistan as tensions between the
United States and Afghanistan ratchet
up over bin Laden. Other counties with
significant Afghan refugee populations
are Iran and Turkmenistan.

Afghanistan is a landlocked country
bordered by Pakistan, Iran, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and
China. In the north of the country is the
Hindu Kush, a mountain range that is
part of the Himalayas.

The main “industry” is herding. Some
46 percent of the land is in permanent
pastures. Only 12 percent of the land
was considered arable a few years ago,
and that percentage is suspect today be-
cause of a long-term drought.

Afghanistan has no industry worth the
name. It has less than 25 kilometers of
railroads. The most recent statistics
available put the per capita income at
$800 per year, but people who have
been in the country say that’s an exag-
geration — the estimate’s too high.

The country is 99 percent Muslim and
1 percent “other.” The Taliban have out-
lawed all other religions in the area they
control. In fact, the Taliban are prose-
cuting some American aid workers for
allegedly distributing bibles and “trying
to tempt people from the ‘True Faith.’”
Some 84 percent of Afghans are Sunni
Muslim and 15 percent are Shi’a Mus-
lim, mostly along the border with Iran.

Afghan history has been bloody.
Alexander the Great moved through the
area and allegedly fought a battle near
what is now Kandahar. Genghis Khan’s
invasion and subjugation of the area in

the early 1200s marked the last time
Afghanistan was conquered.

Czarist Russia and Britain vied for
control of Afghanistan throughout the
19th century because its strategic

location made it a key to the control
of India. Both suffered defeats.

The British occupied Kabul in 1838,
but worsening resistance led them to
quit in January 1842. Given a pledge of
safe passage, the British commander led
about 700 Britons — soldiers, wives
and children — 3,800 Indian troops, and
more than 12,000 camp followers from
the city. The trek through a snow-cov-
ered mountain pass to safety would be-
come a 90-mile death march. Only one
man emerged alive.

In the 20th century, Afghanistan hum-
bled the Soviet Union. Seeking to prop
up their communist satellite in the coun-
try, the Soviets invaded in 1979. In a 10-
year effort, hundreds of thousands died.
The United States, Saudi Arabia, Pak-
istan and others supplied and trained the
anti-Soviet mujahidin forces. In 1989,
the Soviets were forced to leave.

But fighting didn’t end. Various mu-
jahidin factions fought among them-
selves for control of the country.
TheTaliban rode to power on this fight-
ing. Civil war continues in the country,
but to a lesser extent than in the past. In
addition to the continuing civil strife,
the country suffers from enormous
poverty, a crumbling infrastructure, and
widespread live land mines.

America strikes back against terror
Afghanistan:
Ageless battleground
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WASHINGTON (NNS) — The presi-
dent and other senior U.S. government
officials believe Osama bin Laden and
his associates masterminded the Sept.
11 attacks against America. They are
suspected of being responsible for
many more.

Bin Laden’s current protectors, the
ruling Islamic fundamentalist Taliban
movement in Afghanistan, continue to
refuse to extradite him to answer for
numerous crimes he is accused of
committing. Bin Laden and his orga-
nization are suspected of playing a
role in the following assaults and in-
cidents against Americans in the past
decade:

- In May, four men connected to bin
Laden’s network were convicted by a
U.S. jury of plotting the Aug. 7, 1998,
bombings of the U.S. embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania. That attack
killed 224 people.

- The New York World Trade Center
was attacked before. On Feb. 26,
1993, a bomb went off in the center,
killing six people and injuring 1,000.

- Five U.S. service members were

killed Nov. 13, 1995, in Saudi Arabia
by a car bombing.

- Nineteen service members were
killed and 400 were wounded June 25,
1996, when a car bomb exploded just
outside the Khobar Towers apartment
complex in Saudi Arabia.

- A terrorist was captured trying to
enter the United States from the Cana-
dian border in the Pacific Northwest
in late 1999 just before the millenni-
um celebration. The alleged target:
Los Angeles International Airport.

- On Oct. 12, 2000, a small boat
containing a suicide bomber pulled up
alongside the destroyer USS Cole
(DDG 67) anchored in the port of
Aden, Yemen. The bomb blew a hole
in Cole, killing 17 Sailors and wound-
ing 39.

Bin Laden denies involvement with
the attacks, including the Sept. 11 hi-
jackings and assaults in New York and
Washington, D.C.

BRUSSELS, Belgium (NNS) — Don’t
expect the United States and its allies to
simply drop a heavy military hammer
on terrorists worldwide and leave it at
that.

“I think it can’t be stressed enough
that everybody who is waiting for a
military action because they think that
is the definition of a campaign” does-
n’t understand the war on global ter-
rorism is a multifaceted endeavor,
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul D.
Wolfowitz said to reporters Sept. 26 at
NATO headquarters.

Wolfowitz, attending defense minis-
terial meetings in Brussels, Belgium,
noted that actions have been taken
against the terrorists already. For ex-
ample, he noted, President Bush on
Sept. 24 froze the financial assets of
some 27 suspected terrorist organiza-

tions and individuals.
He said DoD is engaged in efforts to

find the terrorists responsible for the
Sept. 11 attacks on the New York World
Trade Center and the Pentagon and
bringing them to justice.

However, he added, the
ultimate goal is to shut down
terrorism worldwide.

Military action may in-
deed be taken against global
terrorists, Wolfowitz said.
He also said it is important
for the United States and its
allies to first gather more in-
formation on where the ter-
rorists are and how they
operate.
Generating information

about crucial targets is part of
fighting terrorism, Wolfowitz

said, adding that accurate information
means more effective results. “We’re
trying to find every snake in the
swamp.” But it is also necessary to
drain that swamp, he added.

To be effective against global ter-

rorists, Wolfowitz said the United
States and its coalition partners must
be flexible and adaptive. This means
bringing diplomatic, economic, hu-
manitarian and political pressures to
bear in addition to military methods,
he said.

Members of anti-terrorist coalitions
may mix or match specific contribu-
tions to achieve goals, such as one
member providing diplomatic expertise
in a particular region of the world, Wol-
fowitz said.

“Some countries will be very active
with us, we think, going after problems
that affect them more directly, and
(also) helping us with problems that are
more remote,” Wolfowitz said. 

Other countries would be willing to
help anti-terrorist nations secretly, Wol-
fowitz said. “We’ll take that help.”

WASHINGTON (NNS) — Many Afghans
are being starved and are fleeing the Tal-
iban, and the United States must do all it
can to help them, Defense Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld said during a Sept. 25 press
conference.

“We have to do everything possible we
can from a humanitarian standpoint to see
that their lives are made better than they
currently are by the Taliban government
and by the circumstance they’re living in,”
the defense secretary said. “They don’t
support the Taliban. They don’t support the
Al Qaeda network.”

Rumsfeld echoed the sentiments of Pres-

ident Bush, who said America’s issues and
anger are directed at Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers, not toward the citizenry. Bush
called the Taliban “an incredibly repres-
sive” regime that made a decision to har-
bor terrorists.

Bush said one way to get rid of Al
Qaeda is “to ask for the cooperation of
citizens within Afghanistan who may be
tired of having the Taliban in place, or
tired of having Osama bin Laden, people
from foreign soils, in their own land,
willing to finance this repressive govern-
ment.”

Rumsfeld’s comments at the Pentagon

came while he described the situation in
Afghanistan for reporters. In the north of
the country is an anti-Taliban alliance, he
said. then there’s the Taliban, and in the
south are a number of tribes not affiliated
with Taliban.

“It is not a perfectly clear picture
where everyone fits into a nice box,”
Rumsfeld said. Even factions within the
Taliban don’t agree with the rulers’ sup-
port of the Al Qaeda terror network of
Osama bin Laden.

He likened America’s and its allies’ op-
tions in Afghanistan to playing billiards.
Sometimes you watch the balls careen

around and don’t know exactly what’ll
happen. “But the end result, we would
hope, would be a situation where the Al
Qaeda is heaved out,” Rumsfeld said.
“And the people in Taliban who think that
it’s good for them and good for the world
to harbor terrorists and to foment and en-
courage and facilitate that kind of activity,
lose — and lose seriously.”

“The mission is to rout terrorists, to find
them and bring them to justice,” the presi-
dent said. “Or, in Western terms, to smoke
them out of their caves, to get them run-
ning so we can get them. ... We’re angry,
but we’ve got a clear vision.”

Bin Laden: At war with America

Wolfowitz: Terrorism fight means more than military action

Must see Afghans’ lives are better than with Taliban, Rumsfeld says

Photo by PH1 Greg Messier

At sea aboard USS Carl Vinson, Oct. 7, 2001 — An F/A-18C Hornet launches from
the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) on a strike targets in Afghanistan. 

Photo by PH1 Greg Messier
In the glow of the flight deck lighting, aviation ord-
nancemen move a 1,000 pound bomb on the flight
deck of USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70).



People giving words of encouragement,
hollering ‘God Bless America.’ There
were even groups who starting singing
‘America the Beautiful’ when I went
by.”

“The show of support was unreal,”
wrote Hospital Corpsman 1st Class
Rich Moesch. “The horns blowing, the
sirens, people cheering, the thanks from
all of the people in New York was just
unreal.”

After passing through the Holland
Tunnel and into Manhattan around 6
p.m. Saturday, the runners and police
escorts stopped at the berth of USNS
Comfort (T-AH 20), where they pre-
sented the lighter flag to the command-
ing officer of the ship. An hour later,
they were off again, this time with some
extra runners from Comfort. Nothing,
not even Hollywood, could prepare the
runners for what they found when the
finally arrived at the site of the former
World Trade Center.

“We all were just shocked,” said Fix
when the runners got to the WTC site.
“It’s like nothing you’ve seen on TV. It
was so much more devastating then we
had seen. It was kind of surreal.”

Fix continued, “The firemen were
quite honored to see us.

They took us past the barricades and
right to their firehouse by the Trade
Center. They showed us the remainder
of a fire truck, which was little more
than a door. We all stopped and had a
moment of silence for the people that
were lost.”

“I thought it was the greatest thing in
the world,” said John Bambury, New
York Fire department’s deputy fire
chief, who was at “ground zero” when
the runners presented him with the flag
from the Pentagon. “Our spirits were
really low. We lost so many men. This
helped boost our morale.”

The runners also got a morale boost
by helping to stir a wave of patriotism
during one of the darkest times in
American history.
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Here in the Jacksonville area we’re
fortunate to have a Naval Hospital, and
three branch medical clinics to meet the
health care needs of our active duty per-
sonnel and their families. Active duty
families also have access to a large
TRICARE Prime network of civilian
doctors and hospitals. That is not the
case for all active duty people and you
just might get orders to an area that is
far removed from the nearest military
installation, such as recruiting duty.
Where would you get your health care?
TRICARE Prime Remote is the answer
to that question.

TRICARE Prime remote offers ben-
efits very similar to TRICARE Prime
for active-duty people who are sta-
tioned more than 50 miles or a one-hour
drive from a military hospital or clinic.
In 2002, the TRICARE Prime remote
benefit will be offered to family mem-
bers.

To participate, family members must
enroll in the TRICARE Prime remote
for active-duty family member pro-
gram.

The benefits include lower out-of-
pocket costs for most health care, en-
hanced access to preventive services
and the ability to select a primary care
manager when one is available in the
area. To get more information about the
program, military members and their
families should visit the TRICARE
Management Activity Web site at
www.TRICARE.osd.mil and to click
on “TRICARE beneficiaries, under-
standing your TRICARE benefits.

For specific questions or to inquire
about eligibility status, people can
speak with a TRICARE Management
Activity representative by calling (800)
DOD-CARE, or (800) 363-2273.

An additional concern for active-duty
family members, especially those in re-
mote locations, is how to register a
newborn child in DEERS.

A little-known fact is the sponsor-

signed DEERS enrollment form, DD
Form 1172, together with a certificate
of a live birth signed by the attending
physician, can be mailed to the nearest
military personnel office.

Initially, sponsors do not need to have
a social security number or birth cer-
tificate to register a child into DEERS
or for initial enrollment into TRICARE
Prime. These can be submitted at a later
date once the sponsor receives the offi-
cial documents.

To limit out-of-pocket costs and prob-
lems with claims processing, a newborn
should be enrolled in TRICARE Prime
not more than 120 days after birth. 

It is very important that active-duty
people and their spouses understand
their TRICARE options and have an
easily accessible point of contact to ob-
tain additional TRICARE information
if needed.

Naval Hospital Jacksonville has
knowledgeable Health Benefit Advisors
at the hospital and branch medical clin-
ics to assist people with their TRI-
CARE benefits.

The Jacksonville TRICARE Service
Center is also available for questions.
Call 1-(800) 444-5445.
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Naval Hospital Jacksonville expects
the flu vaccine by early November.  For
vaccine arrival updates, call 542-HOSP
(4677) and press 1.

Active duty members should see their
command preventative medicine repre-
sentative for flu shot schedules. Once
the vaccine arrives, shots will be given

to retirees and family members, Mon-
day to Friday, 8  to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to
3 p.m., on a walk-in basis. TRICARE
Prime patients enrolled to Naval Hos-
pital Jacksonville will receive flu shots
from their Primary Care Manager. All
others can receive them in the Family
Practice Clinic.

In the past six years, pharmacy
waiting has dropped from three hours
to less than 30 minutes at Naval Hos-
pital Jacksonville. Pharmacists, civil-
ian technicians,   corpsmen and Red
Cross volunteers process more than
3,000 prescriptions daily. They are

routinely improving service  without
compromising safety.

The latest effort matches staff and
operation hours  to  peak demand
times. The “Clip and Save” chart
below lists hours that commence Oct.
29. For information  call 542-7405.

Flu shots available soon for all eligible members 

TRICARE Prime Remote is there 

Pharmacy waiting decreases, hours changing

NAVHOSPJAXNEWS
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The Office of Personnel Management
has issued an interim rule to allow TRI-
CARE-eligible FEHB Program annui-
tants and former spouses to suspend
their FEHB enrollments, and then re-
turn to the FEHB Program during the
Open

Season, or return to FEHB coverage
immediately if they involuntarily lose 

TRICARE coverage. 
The intent of this rule is to allow TRI-

CARE-eligible beneficiaries to avoid
the expense of continuing to pay FEHB
Program premiums while they are using
TRICARE coverage, without endan-
gering their ability to return to the
FEHB Program in the future.

Effective Oct. 1, 2001, the National
Defense Authorization Act for 2001
will reinstate TRICARE coverage for
Medicare-eligible uniformed services
retirees, their survivors and eligible de-
pendents. TRICARE coverage will be
advantageous to many Medicare-eligi-
ble military system beneficiaries who
now are covered under the FEHB Pro-
gram as Federal civilian retirees, fami-
ly members, or former spouses.

Under previous FEHB regulations, an
annuitant or former spouse who can-
celed his or her FEHB coverage to use
TRICARE coverage would not be al-
lowed to return to FEHB coverage.
Therefore, OPM has issued these inter-

im regulations, with a request for com-
ments, to allow these FEHB participants
to suspend, rather than cancel, their
FEHB coverage when they begin TRI-
CARE coverage. Under this rule, they
are allowed to return to FEHB coverage
immediately if they involuntarily lose
TRICARE coverage or, if not, during
the next annual FEHB Open Season.

We also amended our regulations to
clarify a similar situation involving
FEHB-covered annuitants and former
spouses. The regulations allow an indi-
vidual who drops FEHB coverage
when he or she enrolls in a Medicare-
sponsored plan, or in Medicaid or a
similar State-sponsored program of

medical assistance for the needy, to re-
turn to FEHB coverage during the an-
nual Open Season or immediately upon
being involuntarily disenrolled from the
non-FEHB coverage. 

If you have FEHB related questions,
please send them to fehb@opm.gov or
the above mentioned interim rule is
available online in text and PDF format
at the following web addresses:

Text Format: 
http://www.opm.gov/insure/health/re

gulations/6649086.txt
PDF Format (Adobe Acrobat Reader

required):
http://www.opm.gov/insure/health/re

gulations/6649086.pdf.

Ruling permits conversion between FEHB and TRICARE

By JO2(SW) Shae Blasko
Staff writer

NAS Jax Fire department kicked off Fire
Prevention Week 2001on Oct. 7 and it runs
through Oct. 13.

Fire Prevention Week is held each year in
October on the anniversary of the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871. The first Fire Preven-
tion week was declared in 1925 by President
Calvin Coolidge on the anniversary of the
Great Chicago Fire. 

During Fire Prevention Week, the Nation-
al Fire Protection Association (NFPA) spon-
sors programs in schools and communities
all over America to teach the public about
fire safety. "We firefighters want to empha-
size the importance of fire prevention and
safety," said Billie Bryant a fire inspector
here at NAS Jax. Bryant was participating in

a Fire Prevention Week demonstration at the
NAS Jax Navy Exchange on Tuesday.  Ear-
lier, the department had taken their message
to Yellow Water Housing residents and on
Oct. 10 they visited the Children’s Ward at
the Naval Hospital. Remaining events on the
firefighter’s schedules include a Sesame
Street Fire Prevention Puppet Show at the
Child Development Center and continuing
unnounced fire evacuation drills through
today. 

Bryant said, "probably the most important
things we do as firefighters is fire prevention
training. We would much rather prevent fires
all together rather than have to put them out.

"This years Fire Prevention Week seems
to be more important, because of the Sept.
11 tragedy," said Bryant. 

For more information about  Fire Preven-
tion Week call 542-2783.

Taking the fire prevention message to the street

"Sparky"gives a fire prevention pencil toy to Kaitelyn, age 19 months,
held by her father AO2 Stephan Schore.

"Sparky" the Fire Dog and Fire Inspector Billie Bryant explain to Rick Williams, 12, the
importance of fire safety.



Breast Cancer Foundation
‘Race for the Cure’ - Oct. 13 

Volunteers are needed for a variety of
positions on race day at the Seawalk
Pavilion, Jacksonville Beach. Helpers
at the education, water, and t-shirt
booths; pre-race set-up and post-race
tear down; team registration and
staffing are needed. Races begin at 8
a.m. - volunteer hours begin at 6 a.m.
and end at 1 p.m. depending on the cho-
sen activity. Call 241-3156. 

Jacksonville Agricultural Fair
Adult Service’s Country Store 

Volunteers are needed to assist at the
Jacksonville Agricultural Fair in the
Adult Service’s Country Store. Local
seniors make and sell handmade crafts
with all proceeds benefiting Jack-
sonville seniors. Shifts are available
from Oct. 17 - 28. Volunteers are also
needed on 15 & 16 Oct for store set-up.
All volunteers receive free parking and
admission to the fair on the day of their
volunteer assignment. Volunteers ages
16 and older are welcome. To sign up
contact the City of Jacksonville, Robyn
Cenizal or Sue Bisesi at 630-1020 or
via email at volunteer@coj.net. 

Downtown Ecumenical Service
Council fish tourney - Oct. 20 

Help out with this annual fishing event
and have fun, too! DESC is looking for
assistance during three shifts on Oct. 20,
1-4 p.m., 4-7 p.m. and 7-10 p.m. Volun-
teers will help out with set up, parking,
registration, weighing fish, cooking and
serving barbecue, and clean up. The
tournament will be held on a pond at the
Davey Big Tree Nursery in Dinsmore
(north of downtown Jax near Dunn Av-
enue). The exact location is top secret
until the week of the event. The rain
date, if needed, will be Nov. 3 and any
changes will be communicated via
WJXT, TV 4. Call 358-7955..

Florida/Georgia Weekend -
Oct. 26 and 27 

Florida/Georgia weekend activities
will consist of a variety of events such
as a street festival, mini-museum, Hall
of Fame Banquet, etc. Volunteer oppor-
tunities include assisting with interac-
tive games, merchandise tables, photo
booth, temporary tattoos, and much
more.

Internet savvy volunteers are also
wanted to assist out-of-town fans with
e-mail access at the Welcome tent. Vol-
unteer shifts are available from 10 a.m.-
10 p.m. both Friday and Saturday.

All volunteers receive free parking.
For more information contact the City
of Jacksonville, Robyn Cenizal or Sue
Bisesi at 630-1020 or via email a vol-
unteer@coj.net.

Lutheran Social Service’s Second
Harvest Food Bank - Oct. 26

Did You Know? 12 million children
in the United States go to bed hungry
each night. Join Volunteer Jacksonville
in helping the Second Harvest Food
Bank address this critical issue by par-
ticipating in the annual community wide
“Make A Difference Day.” Oct. 26, vol-
unteers are invited to join Volunteer
Jacksonville staff at the Food Bank from
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and/or 12:30-
3:30 p.m. to sort and stock donated food
items. The goal is to help stock the Food
Bank through this holiday season and
far beyond. Minimum age for youth
without adult is 13; with adult is 10.

Jacksonville Zoo ‘Spooktacular!’ -
Oct. 26 - 31 

The Jacksonville Zoo needs volun-
teers to help with their annual Zoo
‘Spooktacular!’ celebration. Volunteers
are needed for costumed activities and
set operation from 5 - 10:30 p.m. each
night. Costumes will be provided if
needed. Help is also needed with
Pumpkin Carving on Oct. 26 from 5-9
p.m. and Oct. 27 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. All
volunteers interested in costumed ac-
tivities or set operation must attend a
one-time orientation session prior to the
event. Call 757-4463, ext. 176. 

Diabetes Association’s Walk
For Diabetes - Nov. 10 

Put your walking shoes on and help
the American Diabetes Association find
a cure for Diabetes. Volunteers are
needed for event set-up on Nov. 9 from
3 - 8 p.m. and on Nov. 10 for registra-
tion and T-shirt distribution. Call Ar-
trice Bracy, 730-7200 ext. 3064 or Sue
Glass, 730-7200 ext. 3060. 

American Cancer Society’s
Great Annual Duck Race - Nov. 10

Everyday 1,500 people die from can-
cer. Join the fight against cancer and de-
tag last year’s ducks now. Volunteers
are then needed two weeks ahead of
event to help with phones and at the
event itself. The actual race will be
Nov. 10. Minimum age requirement is
14 years. Call Sue Heinzel, 398-0537. 

Venetia Elementary School 
‘Real Men Read’ Day - Nov. 13

Join Venetia Elementary in celebrat-
ing Literacy Week. Help their students
realize that reading skills are important
to both men and women and that as
adults, men continue to make reading
an important part of their daily lives.
The school is looking for male volun-
teers to participate from 8:30- 10:30
a.m., including a continental breakfast.
Call Tammy Burrows, 381-3990, 8
a.m.-3 p.m., Monday - Friday. 

VOLUNTEER OPS



For more information visit:
www.nasjax.navy.mil.

NAS Lanes: 542-3493
Xtreme Cash at NAS Lanes every

Saturday at 7:45 p.m. Leave your mark
and enter the “Name NAS Lanes” Con-
test.  You must incorporate NAS Lanes
in your entry.  Drop your entries off at
NAS Lanes or e-mail them to mwrmk-
tg@nasjax.navy.mil. Call 542-3493.

Auto Skills Center: 542-3227
October is National Car Care Month

- get your POV ship shape. The Auto
Skills Center will be conducting a free,
30-point vehicle inspection for the
month of October.  If you were thinking
of doing any travelling for the upcom-
ing holidays now would be a great time
to check out some potentially haz-
ardous problems with your car. Call
542-3227 for an appointment.  

Mulligan’s 19th Hole and
Chicken Jose’: 542-2936

All You Ghouls, Ghost and Goblins
take heed! Mulligan’s Annual Hal-
loween Party is about to take Fright! On
Oct. 26 Mulligan’s will let the haunting
begin.  Social hour starts at 4 p.m. and
the festivities at 6 p.m.  Patrons can
enjoy frightfully delicious beverage
specials and ghoulish entertainment.
Put on your masks and wear your most

fiendish outfit and enter the costume
contest. 

Mulligans can make your holiday
party planning a little easier.

They’re waiting to take your order if
you need a setting for a small luncheon,
catered outing & Hors d’oeuvres parties.
Give them a call for that special touch
you need to keep the party going and
going and... 

Brew House: 542-5009
Football Specials:
Football fans,  catch the Sunday Game

Fever at The Budweiser Brew House.
The Brew house shows all the games on
the NFL Sunday Ticket. Enjoy 25 cent
wings, $5 Touchdown Platter and bever-
age specials during the games. Bring a
friend and enjoy the action.

Liberty Cove Rec Center
The Liberty Cove Rec Center has a

great line up of events and trips pre-
pared for the month of October.  Single
Sailors you’ll want to take advantage of
some or all the events available. Join us
for our 8-ball tourney on Oct. 12 at 7
p.m. Enjoy free food at 6 p.m.  The Lib-
erty Center will be hosting “Dinner and
a Movie, Oct. 16. There will be free
food at 5:45 p.m. after which the liber-
ty van will pull out for Orange Park
Mall at 6:30 p.m. to see the movie of
your choice.  

Get a partner and join us for our

spades tournament on Oct. 18.  If you
can hang long enough you could win
$50.  The tourney begins at 7 p.m. and
there will be free food at 6 p.m.

The Liberty programs activities and
trips are open to active duty and guests
18 & over.  The Tournaments are open
to active duty only! Liberty Cove
Recreation Center is Located on the
corner of Yorktown Ave. and Jason St.
The operating hours are:

Sunday-Thursday: 11a.m.-midnight
Friday: 11a.m.-2 a.m.
Saturday: 10am-midnight

Free Movies
Movies are shown in the Base The-

ater located on Jason Street.  All movies
are free and open to all! Bring your own
snacks, no alcohol please and please do
not leave children under 18 unattended.

Oct. 12, 7 p.m. - Memento (R)
Oct. 13, 5 p.m. - Spy Kids (PG-13)
Oct. 13, 7pm. - One Night at Mc-

Cool’s (R)
Oct. 19, 7 p.m. -The Animal (PG-13)

Child Development Center
The Child Development Center now

has immediate openings in our pre-
school age group.  Weekly childcare con-
sists of breakfast, lunch,  p.m. snack, and
an educational program that promotes the
intellectual, physical and social growth of
each child.

For more information on our program
and procedures on how to sign up for
weekly childcare, call the center, 542-
5434.  We are open Monday through Fri-
day from 6:15 a.m.-6 p.m.

Aquatics
Need more challenging water sport?

Take the plunge with water polo. Group
workouts are on Tuesdays at 4 p.m. and
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.  Practices will
begin with drills and conditioning and
work up to a scrimmage at the end of
each session.  For more details call the
aquatic staff at the gym at 542-3239.

Holiday Card Contest
Compete in the 2001 Holiday Card

Contest and Win up to $500 for Com-
mand Recreation Funds!  MWR sup-
plies the plyboard, you supply the work
and decorations.  The contest is open to
all commands. Registration forms must
be filled out by Oct. 25.  To obtain a
registration form visit the MWR Spe-
cial events page w ww.nasjax.navy.mil
or stop by any MWR facility.  Cards
must be completed by Nov. 28, 2001.
Winners will be announced at the An-
nual Christmas Tree Lighting Dec. 7.
Call 542-3518 for details.
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Call Sports Coordinator Bill Bonser
or Athletic Director Mike Gorman at
542-2930/3293 for more on MWR
sports.

Send email to:
dbonser@nasjax.navy.mil  or
dgorman@nasjax.navy.mil
Visit: www.nasjax.navy.mil

Officials, scorekeepers needed
The North Florida Military Officials

Association is looking for individuals
to officiate soccer, softball, football,
and volleyball at NAS Jax. Scorekeep-
ers also needed for basketball and soft-
ball. Experience not required. Call Al
Vandercar, 282-0809.

Intramural Basketball meeting
Thursday Oct. 11 

The Intramural Basketball League is
open to all NAS Jax active duty com-
mands and personnel.

An organizing meeting will be held in
the Main Event Room in “The Zone”
Oct. 11, 11:30 am.

The season will begin Nov. 5 and
games will be played Monday through

Thursday at 5, 6:15, and 7:30 p.m. All
interested personnel should attend
meeting to discuss rules and to get re-
quired paperwork to join league.

All Navy Wreslting tryouts  Fri-
day, Oct. 12

Rob Hermann, All Navy Wrestling
Coach, conducting tryouts at NAS Jax
Gymnasium 5-7 p.m. Tryouts are open
to all active duty Navy personnel.
Wrestling equipment and attire are not
necessary and weigh-ins are not con-
ducted for tryouts.  Weight classes are:
119, 127, 138, 152, 167, 187, 213,
286.  Sign up at base gym.

Open Singles Tennis 
Tournament Oct. 22 

The Open Singles Tennis Tourna-
ment, set for Oct. 22, 4 p.m., is free and
open to all NAS Jax authorized men
and women. There are separate men’s
and women’s divisions.

Matches will be played at the Birm-
ingham Tennis Courts.  Awards will be
presented for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place in
each division.

Call NAS Jax Athletics to sign up by
Oct. 19.

JAX SPORTS
Oct. 20-21 McCaffrey Softball Complex, NAS Jacksonville

-Mayport, Kings Bay and NAS Jax  Military and DoD -no varsity teams       
-ASA Rules
-Double Elimination
-275 Ft. Fence
-HR Bid: Lowest bid - 3 minimum/10 maximum
-44 core balls provided 
-8 teams minimum/16 maximum
-Entry fee: $75 - make checks payable to “MWR Gym”

Entry Deadline: 10/17 by 3:30 p.m., call 904-542-2930. Call 10/18 after 9
a.m. 
For game day and time, call 904-542-2930 or 904-272-0825.
Tournament schedules will also be faxed to your athletic department.

Awards:

1st Place — t-shirts and trophy
2nd Place — trophy
3rd Place — plaque
MVP Trophy

NAS Jax Invitational Softball Tourney
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Intramural Flag Football 
Team W L
AIMD 6 0
VP-30 10 1
VP-45 10 2
Weapons 6 2
VR-58 5 2
FACSFac 6 3
VP-16 2 2
NLSO 4 6
VS-31 2 3
ASTC 3 5
VS-30 3 5
NamTra 3 6
HS-75 1 2
Power Plants 1 5
CHSWL 0 8

Greybeard Softball 
Team W L
VP-30 4 0
NAMTra 3 1
CHSWL 1 1
VP-45 1 2
CPRW-11 1 2
NAVAIRES 0 2

Intramural Softball
Team W L
NLMOF 6 0
VP-16 5 1
AIMD 4 1
VP-30 4 1
SERCC 3 2
HS-15 4 3
FASO/CPRW-112 2
VP-30 Students 2 3
VP-45 1 5
Brig 0 5
NMD 0 3
Navy Band 0 2

Intramural Volleyball 
Teams W L
AIMD 5 1
ComNavRegSE 5 2
SERCC-1 5 2
CSCWL/VR-58 4 2
SERCC-2 2 5
CHSWL 1 4
VP-30 1 0
CPRW-11 1 6

Open Softball
Team W L
GEICO Chiefs 4 1
Backwater 4 1
Beef O’Brady’s 4 1
C.B.’S 3 2
VP-16 2 3
Chicos Bail Bonds 2 3
VP-30 Students 0 4
NavHosp 0 4

STANDINGS


